
Recognizing that, despite their unparalleled craftsman-

ship, century-old bungalows need repair and restoration,

Mayor Richard M. Daley launched the Historic Chicago

Bungalow Initiative (HCBI) in the fall of 2000 and since

then the City of Chicago and the Historic Chicago Bun-

galow Association (HCBA) have been working together

to provide the resources necessary to ensure that His-

toric Chicago Bungalows endure for another century

as strong foundations for families and neighborhoods. 

RESOURCES TO MAKE CHICAGO’S HISTORIC BUNGALOWS YOUR HOUSING CHOICE

HISTORIC CHICAGO BUNGALOW ASSOCIATION

bungalow@chicagobungalow.org • www.chicagobungalow.org

www.chicagobungalow.org

City of Chicago
Richard M. Daley, Mayor

THE CHICAGO BUNGALOW

For generations of Chicagoans, the Historic Chicago

Bungalow has been the bedrock of family and neigh-

borhood life.  These 80,000 homes, nearly one-third

of the city's single-family housing stock, were built

as the city expanded in the early part of the 20th

century.  The gracious one-and-a-half-story brick

structures with detailed windows and stonework,

sheltered entrances and neat lawns have endured as

the housing of choice in Chicago for nearly a century.
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1. Restore, don’t replace, your original windows.  Studies show that older windows can perform as well as vinyl replacements.
Weatherstrip your bungalow’s windows so they seal tightly, caulk the exterior trim and repair cracked glazing or putty around
glass panels.  You’ll not only make your home more comfortable, but you’ll also maintain the homes original charm while reducing
landfill waste and the demand for vinyl, a nonbiodegradable material that gives off toxic byproducts when it’s produced.

4. Restore porches and awnings, which are intended
for shade and insulation.  To save energy, insulate the walls
and floor of your enclosed rear porch and draw your shades
on winter nights and summer days. 

5. During summer months, open the
windows and use fans and dehumidifiers,
which consume less energy than air condi-
tioning.  Many old houses were designed
with good cross ventilation; take advantage
of your bungalow’s original layout.

7. Install fireplace draft stoppers, attic door covers and dryer
vent seals that open only when your dryer is in use.  An open dampener
in a fireplace can increase energy costs by 30 percent, and attic doors
and dryer vent ducts are notorious for energy loss.

8. Replace your lawn with native landscaping and trees
to save water and limit lawnmower air and noise pollution.  Con-
nect a rain barrel to your downspout and conserve rainfall for
watering plants.

9. Keep doors airtight
through weatherstripping, caulk-
ing and protective finishes.  When
replacing doors, choose a style
that maintains the historic in-
tegrity of your bungalow.

10. Maintain the stone,
brick and glass details of your
bungalow.  Conserving these el-
ements adds value to your home,
enhances the architectural char-
acter of the home and limits re-
source waste.

3. Insulate your bungalow’s
attic and basement.  About 30 per-
cent of energy costs come from
heat loss in those areas.

2. Have weatherization pro-
fessionals do an energy assessment
to learn how you can improve energy
efficiency, lower utility bills and in-
crease comfort. 

6. Upgrade your HVAC system.  Mod-
ern HVAC systems are an invaluable tool in
limiting energy waste and keeping expensive
heating and cooling bills as low as possible.

HOW HCBA CAN HELP YOU
FINANCIAL RESOURCES TO MAKE REHABILITATION AFFORDABLE
The specific financial resources vary depending on availability and house-
hold eligibility.*  Each certified bungalow household is eligible for one of
the following grants to help make renovating and improving the energy ef-
ficiency of these historic homes more affordable. 

HCBA GRANTS:
energy$avers Grants: Awards with which eligible bungalow owners can make their
homes more energy efficient through the use of high efficiency heating, cooling
and water saving systems and by properly insulating their homes.

Bungalow Rehab Grants: Grants to help eligible bungalow owners make repairs needed
for their homes, including electrical system updates and roof replacements or repairs.

CITY, STATE & FEDERAL INCENTIVES:
City of Chicago TaxSmart Mortgages & TaxSmart Rehab Loans: This unique program from the
City of Chicago helps eligible bungalow owners buy or rehab a home while reducing
their federal income tax payments in addition to the usual interest rate deductions. 

Placement on the National Register of Historic Places & Potential Property Tax Freezes: HCBA
aids communities seeking designation as Historic Bungalow Districts, which allows
homeowners within the District the option of applying for eight-year property tax
freezes from the State of Illinois when restoration or remodeling work is performed. 

*For updated information, please visit www.chicagobungalow.org or call 312-642-9900. Assistance is limited to homes

that have not received prior grant funding, with the exception of an Energy Efficient Appliance Voucher, from the HCBA.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN RESTORATION AND REHABILITATION
To encourage the preservation of these Chicago architectural treasures and
to assist with the process of restoration or expansion, HCBA also has assem-
bled a variety of resources to help owners make smart and affordable choices.

Design Guidelines: HCBA provides a free Design Guideline booklet to aid owners in
preserving the architectural character of their bungalows. 

Pattern Drawings: Sets of architectural drawings, specifically created for the Historic
Chicago Bungalow, help guide owners, architects and contractors with typical proj-
ects to inspire and to save time and money.  Pattern drawings are available for a rear
addition, a dormer addition, the modernization of kitchens, bathrooms and base-
ments, landscaping, green building projects and accessible living.  

Historic Chicago Bungalow and Green Home Resource Guide: Available both online and
in pamphlet form, this booklet lists craftspeople, vendors and specialists in bun-
galow restoration, rehab, construction and supplies.  

SPECIAL HCBA RESOURCES
To ensure that every owner or potential purchaser has all the information
needed to encourage purchase and restoration, HCBA also offers: 

The Historic Chicago Bungalow and Green Home Expo: Every 18 months, this event brings
together all the resources that owners or potential owners need to purchase, re-
store or rehab their bungalows.  More than 100 exhibitors, including financial in-
stitutions, City departments, craftspeople and trades people offering goods and
services, come together to provide one-stop shopping.  There are dozens of work-
shops held throughout the day.  Admission is free.

Members’ Incentive Program: Show your HCBA membership card and receive dis-
counts on home-improvement goods and services from several dozen vendors.
Check the website for a current list of vendors and discounts.

Seminar Series: HCBA presents monthly how-to seminars on topics related to bun-
galow restoration, rehab and preservation.

Richard H. Driehaus Foundation Bungalow Awards: Each year, the HCBA and the Richard
H. Driehaus Foundation hold a juried competition to honor homeowners whose
work demonstrates the best bungalow landscaping, rehabilitation and restoration
projects. 

www.chicagobungalow.org: The HCBA website includes information on all HCBA re-
sources, a calendar of events, Green Bungalow Blocks and more.  Owners can even
certify their Chicago bungalows online.

Inside the Belt: The quarterly newsletter of HCBA includes stories about bungalows,
HCBA news and ideas for bungalow restoration. 

MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS ADVANTAGES:
A FEW EASY STEPS TO GAINING BUNGALOW BENEFITS
The HCBA offers benefits for all Historic Chicago Bungalow owners. Tak-
ing advantage of HCBA’s membership programs is easy: certify your bun-
galow, and you’re automatically a member of HCBA.  To certify:

1. Visit the HCBA website and fill out the certification form or call HCBA to request
a form.  Return the completed form with photos of the front and back of your home.

2. HCBA will review your completed form and photos.  Once approved, you will
receive a certificate, a certification letter and an HCBA membership card.

3. Present your certification letter or membership card to access all the benefits
available to owners of Historic Chicago Bungalows.

PRESERVING THE PAST WHILE PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE: HELPFUL ENERGY SAVING TIPS FOR YOUR BUNGALOW
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